
 

Ukulele Sizes 
The ukulele is available in four sizes.  This method will work with the Soprano, Concert or Tenor size ukulele. 
They are all tuned G, C, E, A.  
 
The baritone ukulele is usually tuned like the top 4 strings of a guitar, D, G, B, E. 
 
It is possible to play more complex chords on the larger ukuleles because the frets are farther apart, but they do 
have a deeper tone with more bass response. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baritone 

Tenor 
Most popular among professionals 

Concert 

Soprano 
The most popular size 
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Parts of the Ukulele 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A few words about ukulele tuning 
 
There are a number of ways to tune the ukulele. The most popular way is shown on the next page, C tuning. 
 
Low G tuning 
Another way that is becoming very popular now is LOW G tuning. A special LOW G set of strings can be pur-
chased, that has thicker 4th string. That string is then tuned an octave lower, so that the lowest note on the in-
strument is no longer the 3rd string, the C, but the 4th string, the G.  
 
This tuning gives the ukulele a deeper richer sound and is becoming very popular with professionals.  
 
This method will work fine if you chose to use low G tuning. 

Tuning Keys 

Headstock 
Fretboard 

Body 

Frets 
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Strings 
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Tuning the Ukulele 
 

C tuning is the most common ukulele tuning. The ukulele can be tuned to a piano, a digital tuner or pitch pipe 
tuner.  
 
C tuning is as follows:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Numbers indicate the four strings of the ukulele. The number 4 string is the closest to you when holding 
the ukulele properly. 
 
The notes, G, C, E, A can be easily remembered by singing this phrase, “My Dog Has Fleas”  
 
Relative Tuning 
Relative tuning means tuning the instrument to itself. This is useful if a tuner is not available . 
 
1. Tune the first string to A if  possible, (if you have something to tune it to). 
2. Place your finger behind the 5th fret on the second string and tune it so that it sounds like the first string. 
3. Place your finger behind the fourth fret on the third string and tune it so that it sounds like the second 

string. 
4. Place you finger behind the second fret on the fourth string and tune it so that it sounds line the first string. 
 
If you don’t have a tuner it would be best to get one.  
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Note the string is to be tuned to: 

String number: 
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The Basics 
 
Holding the Ukulele 
Our good friend Mike Austin of "Radio Dad with Mike Austin" www.radiodad.com demonstrates the proper 
way to hold the ukulele. Hold the ukulele against your body as shown. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Left hand Position 
Place the thumb in the middle of the back of the neck as shown.  
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First Strums 
 
The Thumb Strum  
Brush your thumb across all of the strings using a downward motion. Strum the strings were the neck and the 
body meet. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Finger Strum 
Curl the fingers of your right hand up, then brush the strings using a downward motion with your first finger. 
Brush the strings lightly, just enough so that the notes sound clearly. 
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First Chords 
 
Understanding Chord Diagrams 
A chord diagram is like a picture of your ukulele neck indicating where to place your fingers and sometimes 
which fingers are to be used.  
 
The vertical lines indicate the strings and the horizontal lines indicate the frets. The thick line at the top is the 
nut. The vertical line on the left is the string closest to you when properly holding the ukulele, the G string, and 
the line furthest right is the A string. 
 
Left Hand Fingering Numbers 
The fingers on the left hand are numbered as follows; 1 is your index finger, 2 is your middle finger, 3 is your 
ring finger and 4 is your pinky. 
 
 

 
 
Play your first Chord 
Start with the C chord above. Use the finger tip of your third finger, press firmly enough so that the notes in 
the chord sound clearly. Do not press to hard. 
 
Tips to get the Chord to sound clearly: 
1) Using a downward motion with your thumb and slowly play each note one at a time. Be sure the notes all 
sound clearly. 
 
2) If some of the notes don't sound clearly or sound muffled, re-adjust your left hand position and try again. It 
could be that you are not pressing down on the strings firm enough or a finger is touching an adjacent string 
causing it to sound muffled. 
 
3) After a chord sounds clear playing each note clearly. Using a downward strumming motion with your 
thumb. Strum the chord.  
 
Now Play the G7 Chord 
After the C chord sounds clear you are ready to play the G7 Chord. Use the tips to get the chord to sound 
clearly as you did with the C chord. 

The grey dots indicate where to 
put your fingers. The numbers 
below indicate which fingers to 
use. “0” indicated you will play 
the string open without any fin-
ger on that string. 
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C G7 

0 0 0 3 0 2 1 3 



 

The Music Staff 
 
You will not need to know how to read notes in this book but you will need a basic understanding of the staff 
so you can look at a piece of sheet music and play it. You will be able to so this even if you the sheet music is 
written for another instrument! The treble clef is the symbol on the left side of the staff. This indicates what 
kind of staff it is. Ukulele music and the primary vocal part will always appear on the treble clef.  
 
A staff is divided into parts with bar lines the space in between the bar lines is called a measure. 
 
Treble Clef                                        Bar Line          Measure 
 
 
  

Time Signature 
The time signature tells you how many beats there are in each measure. To put it simply, as you begin to play 
music you will tap your foot to keep time. The time signature will tell you how many times to tap your foot for 
each measure. Below are some of the time signatures you will see as you begin to play. The top number tells 
you how many beats there are in each measure. The bottom number tells you what kind of note gets the beat. 
In all of the examples the quarter note gets the beat, because the bottom number is 4. In the last example “C” 
stands for common time it is the same as 4/4 time. 

Double bar and repeat symbols 
The double bar indicates the end of a piece of music. The repeat symbol tells you to play it again. Go back to 
the beginning and repeat or go back to the prior repeat symbol  
 
                                       Double Bar                   Repeat Symbol        

Four beats per measure. 
Quarter note gets the 
beat; Count for each 
measure 1, 2,  3, 4 

Three beats per measure. 
Quarter note gets the 
beat; Count for each 
measure 1, 2,  3 

Two beats per measure. 
Quarter note gets the 
beat; Count for each 
measure 1, 2 

www.PlayUkuleleNow.com | feedback@playukulelenow.com | © 2011 Cecilia’s Music 



 

Strum and Count 
 
The following are examples of basic strumming in various time signatures. The first example is in 4/4 time. 
Tap your foot before beginning to play counting 1, 2, 3, 4, then begin to play counting 1, 2, 3, 4. Start slow. 
Repeat each example a number of times. 
 
The slash or hash marks indicate a strum. A downward strum using your thumb of first finger should be 
used. 
 
 
 
  

This example is in 3/4 time. Count 1, 2, 3, before playing, then begin to play counting 1, 2, 3, 1, 2, 3, etc... 
 

This example is in 2/4 time. Count 1, 2, before playing, then begin to play counting 1, 2, 1, 2, etc... 
 

Now you are ready for your first song! 
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Skip to my Lou 
Moderately 

Traditional 

2. Cow’s in the cornfield, what'll I do? (3 times) 
    Skip to my Lou, my darling. 
    Chorus 
 
3. Little red wagon, paint it blue, (3 times) 
    Skip to my Lou, my darling. 
    Chorus 
 
4. Lost my partner, what’ll I do? (3 times) 
    Skip to my Lou, my darling. 
    Chorus 

Chorus 

5. I’ll get another one just like you, (3 times) 
    Skip to my Lou, my darling. 
    Chorus 
 
6. Can’t get a red bird, blue bird’ll do, (3 times) 
    Skip to my Lou, my darling. 
    Chorus 
 
7. Cat’s in the cream jar, ooh, ooh, ooh, (3 times) 
    Skip to my Lou, my darling. 
    Chorus 

8. Off to Texas, two by two, (3 times) 
    Skip to my Lou, my darling. 
    Chorus 

© 2011 Cecilia’s Music 
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In the first part of the 20th century “Lou” was a commonly used term for “sweetheart”  



 

Performance Note: This song has a lead in, “He’s got the”. A lead in is some notes that are sung before you 
start playing.  After Singing “He’s got the” begin to play with “whole world”. Start slow, strum and count and 
tap your foot to keep a steady time.  

2. He’s got the wind and the rain, in His hands, (3 times) 
    He’s got the whole world in His hands. 
 
3. He’s got the little tint baby, in His hands, (3 times) 
    He’s got the whole world in His hands. 
 
4. He’s got you and me, brother, in His hands, (3 times) 
    He’s got the whole world in His hands. 

© 2011 Cecilia’s Music 
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He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands 
Moderately Slow 

Traditional 
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Down in the Valley 
With an easy, gentle flow 

Kentucky 

2. Roses love sunshine, violets love dew, 
    Angels in heaven, know I love you. 
    Know I love you dear, know I love you 
    Angels in Heaven, know I love you. 
 
3. If you don’t love me, love whom you please, 
    Throw your arms ‘round me, give my heart ease, 
    Give my heart ease, love, give my heart ease, 
    Throw your arms ‘round me, give my heart ease. 
 

4. Build me a castle, forty feet high, 
    So I can see him as he rides by. 
    As he rides by, love, as he rides by, 
    So I can see him, as he rides by. 
 
5. Write me a letter, send it by mail, 
     Send it the care of, Birmingham jail*, 
     Birmingham jail, love, Birmingham jail, 
     Send it the care of Birmingham jail. 
 

© 2011 Cecilia’s Music 
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*More fun!  Change the name of the jail to your local jail. 
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Clementine 
Slowly California Gold Rush 
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2. Light she was, and like a fairy, 
    And her shoes were number nine, 
    Herring boxes without topses, 
    Sandals were for Clementine  
    Chorus 
 
3. Drove the ducklings to the water, 
    Every morning just at nine, 
    Hit her foot against a splinter, 
    Fell into the foaming brine. 
    Chorus 
 
5. Ruby Lips above the water, 
    Blowing bubbles soft and fine, 
    But, alas! I was no swimmer , 
    So I lost my Clementine 
    Chorus 

6. Ruby Lips above the water, 
    Blowing bubbles soft and fine, 
    But, alas! I was no swimmer , 
    So I lost my Clementine 
    Chorus 
 
7. In my dreams she still doth haunt me, 
    Robed in garments soaked in brine; 
    Though in life I used to hug her, 
    Now she’s dead I draw the line. 
    Chorus 
 
8. Listen Boy Scouts, heed the warning 
    To this tragic tale of mine: 
    Artificial respiration 
    Could have saved my Clementine 
    Chorus      

Chorus 
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